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Report 
of 
the President 

REPORT OF R. B. OGILBY, PRESIDENT 
To the Trustees of Trinity College: 
What are the responsibilities of a small college in America 
today? The outstanding problems of higher education in this 
country are raised by the enormous growth of our college popula-
tion in the last four decades, an increase so well realized that there 
is no need of quoting statistics to support the assertion. Through-
out the country in general the demand for college education which 
this growth represents has been absorbed on a large scale by state 
universities of comparatively recent foundation, seconded by pro-
vision made by our older universities to take in more students. 
But what of the independent small colleges, established long be-
fore this period of academic inflation? Few new ones have been 
founded, and indeed the continued existence of some under 
denominational auspices has lately been threatened by financial 
difficulties. 
Here in New England the tradition of centuries has kept 
entrance requirements high, so that graduates from high schools 
have not found it as easy to get a college education as do those 
in other parts of the country. Some of them enter the few state 
colleges here, which are growing rapidly, while the independent 
liberal colleges have had larger groups of applicants from which 
to make selection. Many New England boys and girls, however, 
are going to colleges and universities further from home where 
the standards for admission are not so high. All this has relation 
to our problem at Trinity. What should be our policy? 
First, and most important, is the conviction of the Faculty of 
Trinity College that we are the custodians of values clearly under-
stood yet exceedingly difficult to define. We resist every attempt 
to evaluate our degrees in terms of practical worth and we feel 
no urge to offer purely technical or vocational courses. We are 
willing to be called old-fashioned in our insistence upon requir-
ing a cultural course of study, believing as we do that there is a 
continuity in the thought of man and that there are treasures of 
priceless worth in the past that should be brought into relation 
to the last word of the scientific research of the present day. It 
is refreshing to note how much the leaders in various professions 
are stressing cultural values today as essential in the preparation 
of the men they want. Of late the engineers have been emphatic-
ally vocal as to this qualification. 
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Second, we accept the obligation to select and train the 
scholars of the future. The development of the modern American 
university has taken the form of an ~ggregation of professional 
and graduate schools, which we perhaps do well to consider as 
outposts upon the frontier of knowledge, where properly trained 
students are equipped with the techniques of the learned profes-
sions. All of these ut1iversities maintain undergraduate colleges 
from which they recruit young men for their higher schools, but 
we feel that with our smaller numbers we ought to be able to 
prepare our men for work at graduate schools even better than 
the large colleges under the eaves of the universities can do. Our 
experiences in recent years support that feeling. Though the 
achievement of Trinity men in law schools in the last decade is 
nothing to brag about, we number among our alumni leaders of 
bench and bar, and we have done something creditable in the 
field of pre-medical education. Our graduates who have gone on 
to study theology and to equip themselves for teaching have also 
brought credit to the College. It is worthy of note that Trinity is 
well represented on the faculties of private preparatory schools 
in our part of the country: St. Paul's School, Groton, St. Mark's, 
St. George's, St. Andrew's, Lenox, Kent, Choate, Exeter, and 
others have all borne testimony to the success of our men in the 
teaching profession. We certainly have achieved more in this 
limited field than in college and university teaching. 
Finally, we have not been unmindful of the needs of men 
who plan to end their formal education with graduation from col-
lege. Obviously our close connection with the insurance com-
panies of Hartford has drawn many of our alumni into that im-
portant fiel.d, where there is always a demand for able men for 
executive positions. It has been a source of satisfaction to the 
administration of the College to note how many of our Seniors 
we have been able to place in good positions, even in these last 
grim years. All this experience should reinforce us in maintain-
ing our position that a general cultural education, with a strong 
background of sound economics, is better preparation for a busi-
ness career than so-called commercial subjects. 
In order to drive home these convictions of mine about the 
place of Trinity in the academic world today, let me have the 
privilege of quoting here four paragraphs on the same subject 
which I wrote recently in the form of an address to sub-Fresh-
men: 
"There are two types of colleges in the United States. In one, 
represented by Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia and the state 
universities, the college is one section of a larger university, offer-
ing four years of instruction to undergraduates, some of whom 
pass on to one of the various professional schools connected with 
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the university. In the other type, of which Amherst, Bowdoin, 
Haverford, and Trinity are examples, an independent college has 
no university connection and is in numbers of students much 
smaller than the colleges in the larger universities. 
"To a schoolboy considering college, the larger institution 
makes an immediate appeal simply because it is larger. The tre-
mendous plant demanded by the needs of the great university 
comJJ.!etely overshadows the small college. It should be remem-
bered, however, that the better small colleges are small through 
deliberate choice, because of a conviction that real teaching is 
difficult, often impossible, in classes of the size that prevails in 
the large colleges. It is interesting to note that some of the large 
university colleges have split up their numbers into smaller units 
to try to conserve the small college values which they seem in 
danger of losing. 
"Having been graduated over thirty years ago from Harvard, 
at that time our largest university, I find myself now President 
of Trinity, one of the smallest of the colleges. It is obvious to 
me that there are many students who profit greatly by the oppor-
tunities and environment of the university life in their college 
years. On the other hand, I note many more who are lost in the 
big place and graduate imperfectly educated, contenting them-
selves with the empty prestige of a universally recognized degree. 
"I would say then a word of advice to thoughtful sub-
freshmen. If you want a college education that will bring you 
in touch with professors of world-wide fame, with library and 
laboratory facilities of unlimited extent, choose the largest uni-
versity that will accept you. If, on the other hand, you rate high 
the cultural values of life, the thorough mastery of the knowledge 
of the past and the present which can be revealed to you only 
through close touch with trained scholars and teachers, if you 
crave the development of your powers that can come from the 
exercise of leadership in groups intimate enough for personality 
to be effective, choose deliberately a small college, beginning with 
a consideration of Trinity, a college that is one of the smallest 
and content with that reputation." 
If we may regard the foregoing principles as established, the 
next step is to consider them in relation to the candidates for 
admission to Trinity College. With a limit upon our student 
population, we should have a Freshman class of approximately 
one hundred and sixty men each year. The nucleus of these will 
be sons of college graduates, members of families where there 
is a tradition of a college education as the norm for all young men. 
We are coming to realize that this tradition carries too much 
weight these days, not only for youth brought up in a collegiate 
atmosphere, but also for the children of ambitious parents who 
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want for their descendants what they did not get. Every year we 
have applications from students whose record at school does not 
warrant any further investment of time and money in education 
and yet who, driven by a social urge, strive frantically by hook 
and sometimes even by crook to get into college. Again, we realize 
that there are other young men from families of culture and 
breeding who have been so wounded by the slings and arrows of 
outrageous fortune that college seems financially impossible. We 
should be adamant about the first of these two groups, but must 
offer every possible opportunity to the second. 
Competition to get desirable students from these families with 
a college tradition is growing keen in the New England colleges, 
large and small. Trinity is handicapped in this through failure to 
provide for sufficient dormitory accommodations; in some quar-
ters we have been considered as a day-college for residents of 
Hartford. At one time my predecessor, Dr. Luther, decided that 
this should be the destiny of Trinity College, but my policy in 
this in_stance has been at variance with his, though it has been 
impossible to register my convictions in act, as our building con-
struction has lagged so far behind the growth of the College. 
There is an immediate demand here for dormitory space to house 
fifty students, with an ultimate demand for one hundred and 
fifty more. 
As for our Hartford students, we have a definite obligation 
there, as we are almost the only small college in New England 
with an urban location. The presence of a college here is a stimu-
lus to ambition, so that in many cases we have raised a problem 
and then solved it; for the majority of the men who come to u 
from Hartford could not afford to go out of town to college. 
They come in general from homes where there has been no col-
lege tradition, representative of the enormous increment in the 
college population of America in the last four decades. Often they 
come from families who have been in this country only one, two, 
or three generations, and we glory in taking them in. This i 
America, a country where a college education is not simply one 
of various evidences of permanent stratification in population. 
Obviously we cannot take all who apply: the numbers are too 
large. In the last few years there have been various projects sug-
gested for a city college here which would give opportunity for 
further education over two or four years for the greater part of 
our high school graduates. 
There is certainly grave doubt as to whether there is suffi-
cient demand for the graduates of such a college to justify the 
large expense involved. The professions of law and medicine are 
definitely over-crowded: the better men who enter Trinity from 
Hartford can usually gain admittance to law schools and medical 
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schools, but those who are not quite so good are often bitterly 
disappointed when they find their ambitions blocked. As to the 
teaching profession, even the rapid growth of high schools and 
grade schools has not absorbed all the graduates of colleges and 
normal schools who are eager to teach. There is undoubted need 
for some institution of higher learning that would offer a techni-
cal education for leaders in Connecticut industries, but that is 
not part of our problem. 
We find ourselves therefore today as one of a group of small 
New England colleges which have been able to be increasingly 
selective in the last forty years, due in large measure to the 
enormous increase in their potential constituency. We cannot be-
gin to do our job properly with our present plant: we need new 
dormitories to establish ourselves as primarily a resident college, 
though we shall continue to welcome the high-stand graduates of 
our local schools to prepare them for business or the learned pro-
fessions. 
Granted proper additional library facilities, we shall go on 
training even more effectively our future leaders in the learned 
professions. While the prestige of our large universities will con-
tinue to draw many schoolboys by the mere magic of a name, more 
and more thinking parents are coming to the conclusion that a boy 
who wants to be doctor, lawyer, merchant, chief, will do well to 
take his undergraduate preparation in a small college where mere 
dimensions make it possible for him to be exceedingly well 
equipped to hold his own when he passes on into the competition 
of the professional schools in a great university. 
Finally our duty to the cause of education in America impels 
us to hold fast to the ideal of a college of liberal arts. At a time 
of fanatic-devotion to progress, to magnitude and to change for 
its own sake, we must go on our way quietly, emphasizing in and 
out of our classrooms and laboratories the worth of beauty, the 
dynamic power of goodness, and the immortality of truth, confi-
dently expecting by such means to raise up leaders for the future 
and to play our part among the colleges of America, who should 
feel themselves to be custodians of the eternal verities. 
Once more I must lay before the Trustees of Trinity College 
an urgent demand for the equipment necessary to carry on our 
work. 
1. Field House and provision for intramural 
athletics 
2. Two dormitory units as planned for the 
South end of the Campus 
3. Extension of Library and Administration 
Building 
4. General endowment 
$200,000. 
125,000. and 
100,000. 
250,000. 
1,000,000. 
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With deep regret I report the deaths during the academic year 
of two of our undergraduates. Edward Foster Chapman of East 
Hartford entered the Freshman class last fall with a good school 
record and with high hopes of being a successful student. Just as 
he was beginning to prove his worth, the sudden reappearance of 
an internal trouble for which he had been operated on two years 
before carried him off before his friends and classmates knew of 
his sickness. Again in the spring died Ernest William Schirm of 
the Junior class, a pre-medical student of distinct promise. An 
operation for the removal of a cancerous growth at the end of his 
Sophomore year was the warning of a death sentence which he 
kept to himself, gallantly carrying on his college work without 
asking for sympathy and without self-pity, until last March the 
dread disease struck again. He was the bravest young man I have 
ever known. In both instances the students of the College appre-
ciated the opportunity given by a funeral in the Chapel for paying 
tribute to their comrades. 
Last June Professor Kleene, head of our department of 
Economics, retired after thirty-five years of teaching at Trinity. 
At a time when many economists in this country have achieved 
doubtful prominence by sponsoring wild schemes for the better-
men of economic conditions, it is a privilege to pay tribute to the 
soundness of his theories and to call attention to the successes 
won by his students. It is worth recording that last spring when 
the Faculty of Trinity College met to award our graduate fellow-
ships, three out of the nine leading students in the Senior cia 
making application for fellowships were doing their major work 
in Professor Kleene's field, and two of them received awards, one 
being the valedictorian of his class, an Optimus. Professor 
Kleene' s wise counsel will be missed in faculty meetings and on 
the various committees of which he was an effective member. His 
colleague in his department, Assistant Professor Philip Taylor, 
has been appointed Acting Head of the Department of Economics 
for next year, and will be aided by Michael L. Hoffman of Ober-
lin College, who has been carrying on his graduate study at the 
University of Chicago. 
Let me record the other changes in the Faculty for next year: 
Professor Krieble, who has been absent on Sabbatical leave 
for the Trinity term of last year studying in California, returns 
to take charge of his department, the care of which in his absence 
has been in the capable charge of Professor Smith. Mr. Edward 
R. Atkinson, Instructor in Chemistry for the last two years, has 
resigned to take a position at the University of New Hampshire. 
His place has been filled by the appointment of Warren C. 
Lothrop, a graduate student from Harvard, who has been doing 
special research work at Yale. 
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There have been various changes in the Department of Ro-
mance Languages. Professor Fundenburg, who came to us last 
September, has been granted a year's leave of absence, and Asso-
ciate Professor Naylor has been appointed Acting Head of the 
Department. He will be assisted by Mr. Greenley, by vVilliam G. 
Wendell, son of the late Professor Barrett Wendell of Harvard, 
and by John Rodney Williams, one of our own graduates, who 
returns to us after a year at Harvard and another year in France. 
In the German Department we shall have the services this year of 
Corning Chisholm of the Yale Graduate School on a part time 
basis. In the History Department Edward Tudor Lampson, son 
of Dr. Edward R. Lampson, Trinity 1891, has been added to our 
staff. He is an Amherst man with graduate work done at Harvard. 
Dr. Swan, Medical Director for many years, will be away on 
Sabbatical leave for the academic year 1938-39. Dr. Francis L. 
Lundborg, Trinity 1924, who has been assisting Dr. Swan for 
the last two or three years, will be responsible for the health of 
the College. During the second half year Professor Costello, Head 
of the Department of Philosophy, will be absent on Sabbatical 
Leave. Professor Barret, Head of the Latin Department, will be 
away during the entire year. The work of these lasf two profes-
sors during their absence will be carried on by their respective 
departments. 
Once more the Treasurer's Report for the past year shows a 
small balance of receipts over expenditures. We have been in-
volved in considerable expense lately for major repairs and reno-
vation to keep up our plant, but in spite of such a drain upon our 
running expenses, we have avoided a deficit. 
We acknowledge the receipt during the past year of certain 
funds which strengthen our resources. Mr. Mather had added to 
his previous generosity a gift of $140,000 for the general endow-
ment of the College, which has enabled us to put in effect an 
increased salary scale for our full professors. The bequest of 
$60,000 from the estate of the late Professor Isbon T. Beckwith 
has been received, and in accordance with -his will, half was de-
voted to the endowment of scholarship funds and half to the 
Library. The final payment has been made to complete the be-
quest of $5,000 from Mrs. Helen Hartley Jenkins for the endow-
ment of the Psychology Department. The Edward Milligan Fund 
represents a bequest of $5,000 from a beloved Trustee. The 
Memorial Fund of $4,485.71 is the bequest of one of our alumni, 
J. Humphrey Greene of the class of 1891, and by vote of the 
Trustees future undesignated gifts of less than $5,000 in memory 
of alumni and friends will be added to this Fund. It is good to 
chronicle the establishment of the John J. McCook Memorial 
Fund in tribute to a beloved Professor. This sum is the balance 
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which remained in the treasury of The V erein, a German club 
established by Professor McCook. Another generous gift of 
$5,000 from one of our Trustees, Major Wilcox, has been turned 
over in accordance with his wishes to the Trustees of the Hart-
ford Hospital, the income to be used for the care of Trinity 
students who as patients in the Hartford Hospital need help. 
Further gifts large and small have added to the beauty of the Col-
lege Chapel. I take pleasure in calling attention to two carved 
pew-ends, given at their annual dinner last December, by the 
workmen who built the Chapel. 
R. B. 0GILBY. 
* * * * * 
To my report I append a list of publications by members of 
the Faculty during the past year with a brief abstract of research 
done by some of them: 
H. A. Perkins, Professor of Physics 
"College Physics". Prentice-Hall, Inc. 
"A Minimum of Mathematics". The American Physics 
Teacher. 
"The Advantages of 'F g kma' ". Science. 
Regarding "Direction of the Electric Current". Scripta Mathe-
matica. 
L. C. Barret, Professor of Classical Languages and Literature 
"The Kashmirian Atharva Veda", Book 19, American Orien-
tal Series-in preparation. 
0. Shepard, Professor of English Literature 
"The Journals of A. Bronson Alcott". Little, Brown & Co. 
E. L. Troxell, Professor of Geology 
"The Geologist in Lighter Mood". Am. Rept. Conn. Soc. 
Civil Engineers. pp. 96-9, 1938. 
Paper on the Origin of Birds. Science Press. 
Further work on flood control. 
V. K. Krieble, Professor of Chemistry 
"Amide Hydrolysis"-a paper. 
"Nitrile Hydrolysis"-a paper. 
T. H. Bissonnette, Professor of Biology 
"The Influence of Light upon Pituitary Activity". The Pro-
ceedings of the Association for Research in Nervous and Mental 
Disease. 
"Photoperiodicity in Birds". The Wilson Bulletin XLIX 
( 4) :241-270. 
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"Influence of Light on the Hypophysis". Endocrinology, 22 
( 1) : 92-103. 
"Interrupted Night-lighting with Pheasants". Ecology, 19 (2): 
181-187 (with Albert G. Csech). 
"December-hatched Pheasants Lay in July on Normal Day-
light". Science, 88 (2271) :35. 
"Experimental Control of Sexual Photoperiodicity in Animals 
and Possible Applications to Wild Life Management". Journal 
of Wild Life Management. 
"Sexual Photoperiodicity of Raccoons on Low Protein Diet 
and Second Litters in the Same Breeding Season". Journal of 
Mammalogy. (with Albert G. Csech). 
S. B. Smith, Associate Professor of Chemistry 
"Ternary Systems. V. Phthalic acid, Magnesium Phthalate 
and Water. VI. Magnesium Phthalate, Lithium Phthalate and 
Water" (With Edward C. Ely). To appear in Journal of the 
American Chemical Society. 
A. P.R. W adlund, Associate Professor of Physics 
"An Elementary Laboratory Experiment on Moment of In-
ertia" (With H. A. Perkins and H. D. Doolittle). Am. Phys. 
Teacher V6 #2 p. 70. 
"A Portable Laue Spot Camera". Am . . Phys. Teacher V6 #2 
p. 103. 
"Radial Lines in Laue Spot Photographs". Physical Review 
V53 #10 p. 843. 
A Postview of "A Textbook of Physics" by C. A. Culver 
(With W. W. Colvert, Armour Inst. and L. H. Hartman, Univ. 
of Neb.). American Physics Teacher V6 #S p. 286. 
W. C. H elmbold, Assistant Professor of Classical Languages 
"The Epigrams of Theocritus". Classical Philology, vol. xxxiii. 
Reviews: Ziegler's "Galba et Otho". Class. Phil. xxxiii, pp. 244-
245. 
David's "Symposion". Class. Phil. xxxiii, pp. 239-331. 
Flaceliere's "Sur les Oracles de la Pythie". Classical 
Weekly, vol. xxxi, p. 169. 
D. E. I essee, Assistant Director of Physical Education 
Two articles on Baseball-Athletic Journal. 
"The Book of Major Sports". A. S. Barnes & Company. 
C. E. Watters, Assistant Professor of Music 
"Laudate Pueri", Anthem for Male Chorus and Organ. W. 
H. Gray, New York. 
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P. E. Taylor, Assistant Professor of Economics 
"Turnpikes". To appear in Dictionary of American History. 
"Toll Bridges and Toll Roads". To appear in Dictionary of 
American History. 
"Report on Finances of the State of Connecticut". To be pub-
lished in January by Manufacturers' Association of Connecticut. 
E. D. Myers, Assistant Professor of Linguistics 
"A Course in Linguistics". Includes "Report to the Carnegie 
Corporation on the Course in Linguistics at Trinity College", 
"Trinity College Program Broadcast Over WTHT", and "A 
Freshman Course in Linguistics at Trinity College, Hartford". 
"A Course in Linguistics for Freshmen". Bulletin of the Asso-
ciation of American Colleges. 
"The Unity of the Thought of Paul Elmer More". In prepara-
tion. 
Textbook in Linguistics-in preparation. 
B. W. Means, Assistant Professor of Psychology 
"Our Human Paradox''. The Friends Intelligencer, 1937. 
"College Education-Why?". The General Magazine and His-
torical Chronicle, Vol. XL, No. 1. 
"The Reformation of Reform". To appear in The University 
Review. 
"In This Day". The Friends Intelligencer, July 1938. 
A. H. Hughes, Assistant Professor of German 
"The 'Coelum Philosophorum' of Philip Ulstad". To appear in 
The Journal of Chemical Education. (With E. R. Atkinson). 
I. W. Burger, Instructor in Biology 
"Cyclic Changes in the Thyroid and Adrenal Cortex of the 
Male Starling (Sturn us vulgaris) and their Relation to the Sex-
ual Cycle". American Naturalist 72 ( 6). 
"A Synopsis of the Entomostracan Peracarid and Hoplocarid 
Crustaceans". Published for use of the Invertebrate Courses at 
Princeton University and Mount Desert Biological Laboratory. 
I. A. N otopoulos, Instructor in Greek 
"Phantasmata Theia" (Republic), Classical Philology xxxiii. 
Review of A. M. Frenkian's "Etudes de Philosophie Preso-
cratique." II, La Philosophie Comparee, Empedocle d' Agrigente, 
Parmenide d'Elee". Classical Weekly xxxii ( 1938) pp. 8-9. 
"Memory and the Epic Technique of Oral Verse-Making". 
Read at Connecticut Section of The Classical Association of New 
England. 
"The N arne of Plato". Classical Philology. 
"A Critical Edition of Shelley's Translations of Plato''. 
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W. 0. AydelotteJ Instructor in History 
Review of A. J. P. Taylor's "Germany's First Bid for Colo-
nies, 1884-1885". English Historical Review. 
F. SchneiderJ Instructor in Chemistry 
"Microtechnic of Organic Qualitative Analysis". Industrial and 
Engineering Chemistry, Vol. 10, pp. 104-7. 
"Determination of Solubility (of organic compounds)". In-
dustrial and Engineering Chemistry, Vol. 10, pp. 445-7. 
In addition to the above, the following members of the 
Faculty who have just come to us report on their work during 
the past year : 
W. C. Lothrop~ Instructor in Chemistry 
"The Diazotization of Picramide". Journal of the American 
Chemical Society, 60~ 725 ( 1938). 
'Studies on the Phosphatide of the Human Tubercle Bacillus". 
Journal of Biological Chemistry, 125, 299 (1938). (Co-author). 
A1. L. H o ffmanJ Instructor in Economics 
"The Forward Exchanges". Journal of Business of the Uni-
versity of Chicago. 
"A Note on the Working of the Gold Standard". Economics, 
1938. 
"Cost Theory and the Theory of International Trade". To 
appear in American Economic Review, 1938. 
REPORT OF THE DEAN 
October 4, 1938 
To the President of Triniity College: 
In the college year 1937-38, the College has progressed toward 
realization of the advantages of maintaining an enrolment of 
approximately five hundred undergraduates. The year has seen 
many improvements of physical facilities, service, and instruction, 
and a general better!T}ent of the quality of undergraduate work. 
Scholarship has been at a high level : the number of honor 
grades was the highest in recent years ; the number of men on the 
Dean's List was the largest. The average grade attained by the 
College body in 1937-38 was 75.2, the highest in three years. It 
may be that the enforcement of the requirement of satisfactory 
grades for each man in certain specified courses in his major 
field of study has contributed to this improvement in scholarship; 
but other spurs to scholastic effort, such as intensified competition 
for scholarship awards, increased provision of counseling for 
Freshmen, and the weeding out during the year of many ineffec-
tual students, have probably helped to bring it about. The use of 
placement tests in Elementary Chemistry and in English A may 
have been helpful in forestalling some failures. The work in 
Linguistics has apparently been helpful to many Freshmen. The 
fact that grades have risen in 1937-38 is gratifying. 
In the matter of provision for physical needs, the reconstruc-
tion of the old Union quarters, providing a new student store, a 
game room, and a quiet room for study between classes, has been 
highly advantageous. The pressure on the Reading Room of the 
Library has been somewhat reduced thereby. One of the immediate 
needs of the College, however, is for more reading-room space and 
more stack room in the Library. The dormitories have been filled 
to capacity, and with the number of applications for admission 
increasing steadily from year to year (264 in 1937 and 295 in 
1938) it would be desirable to increase the proportion of resident 
students in the undergraduate body. This would be possible only 
if additional dormitory space were provided. It is to be hoped 
that Cook Dormitory may be completed at an early date. The 
space for offices of administration has long been cramped, and 
stands in great need of expansion. By making use of every avail-
able space in the older buildings, some added provision of offices 
for instructors has been possible, and the Public Speaking Room 
has been <}ivided into two classrooms. The new playing field adja-
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cent to the old one will undoubtedly improve conditions on the 
campus, as will the new fence along Broad Street. 
Enrolments, and particularly the distribution of undergrad-
uates in the four classes, remain interesting matters for considera-
tion. Statistics of enrolments, by classes, during the last five years 
are as follows : 
SUMMARY OF ENROLMENTS 
1933·34 1934·35 1935·36 1936·37 1937·38 
Graduate Students 12 13 10 7 9 
Seniors 68 93 83 90 88 
Juniors 105 97 97 98 113 
Sophomores 102 120 119 134 101 
Freshmen 158 155 172 173 187 
Special Students 2 1 
Non-Matriculated Students 8 7 8 12 3 
-- -- -- -- -
Total 453 485 489 516 502 
Academic mortality, though important, cannot be regarded as 
the chief cause of the shrinkage of numbers in upper classes or 
of the marked drop in numbers of Sophomores as compared with 
Freshmen. The following is a tabulation of the numbers of stu-
dents dismissed on account of unsatisfactory scholarship during 
the last five years. 
Seniors 
Juniors . 
Sophomores 
Freshmen 
1933·34 
0 
3 
4 
15 
1934·35 
3 
1 
6 
23 
1935·36 
0 
1 
5 
21 
1936·37 
1 
2 
3 
19 
1937·38 
2 
2 
4 
18 
Dismissals on account of unsatisfactory scholarship affect the 
Freshman Class rather heavily, but other causes are to seek for 
the disproportionate diminution of numbers in the upper classes, 
which in 1937-38 was a more acute problem than in most other 
recent years. Between September 1937 and June 1938, 2 Seniors 
and 6 Freshmen were lost by withdrawal or from other causes; 
and in the summer of 1938, 47 undergraduates academically eligi-
ble to return in September did not do so. Of these, 25 had been 
Freshmen; 13, Sophomores; and 9, Juniors. Thus 55 undergrad-
uates in all were lost to the three upper classes of 1938-39. It 
appears that during the last two years we have been losing be-
tween 55 and 65 undergraduates annually for other reasons than 
lack of success in studies. Among these other reasons are poor 
health, discouragement, and lack of money. Durjng the last two 
years, the most important of these causes has been financial diffi-
culty. The experience of 1937-38 should be regarded in the light 
of the recent increases in the amount of the College bill and the 
reduction of available scholarship awards. The College has done 
well not to suffer worse than it has from this cause. It is to be 
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noted, too, that the money available for National Youth Adminis-
tration student aid in 1937-38 provided work for only 65 men a 
month as compared with more than 100 a month in the previous 
two years. It is of course to the best interests of academic success 
that scholarship aid should be increased rather than that more 
work outside of classes should be found for needy undergraduates. 
There has been some expression of a growing opinion among 
members of the Faculty that the academic mortality among Fresh-
men should be reduced. Continued increases in the number of 
applications for admission should make it possible for the Com-
mittee on Admission to introduce a system of preferential group 
selection of new students which should tend to reduce the propor-
tion of inferior students in entering classes. A movement has been 
started to push forward the date of pledging new members to 
the fraternities, so that rushing shall not interfere with the aca-
demic work of the Freshmen after lectures have begun. During 
the past three years, many Freshmen have been diverted for sev-
eral days after the beginning of classes from establishing a 
routine of study and otherwise getting settled down to work. In 
1937-38, the welfare of the Freshmen was observed to suffer to 
an unusual degree from the distractions of the rushing period. 
Most of those concerned have expressed themselves as in favor of 
terminating the rushing period when lectures begin or very soon 
thereafter; it would be definitely advantageous if the fraternities 
would unanimously approve of such a regulation. Several mem-
bers of the Faculty have expressed the opinion that the require-
ments of the Freshman year are uriduly heavy. It may be that the 
so-called "hard Freshman year" should be altered so as to make 
a student's first year in college his easiest rather than-what it 
apparently is-his most difficult. 
As measured by the number of men on the Dean's List, the 
level of scholastic attainment was somewhat higher than usual. 
The numbers of students on the List in February in the last five 
years have been as follows: in 1933-34, 50; in 1934-35, 52; in 
1935-36, 49; in 1936-37, 48; and in 1937-38, 66. (Freshmen are 
not eligible for this List.) The numbers of men on probation in 
February in the last five years have been as follows: in 1933-34, 
20; in 1934-35, 31; in 1935-36, 52; in 1936-37, 34; and in 1937-
38, 58. Of the men on probation in February, 13 were Freshmen 
put on special probation until Easter rather than dismissed at 
midyears; there were 13 such Freshmen in 1936-37. It is signifi-
cant that 37 of this unusually large number of men on probation 
at midyears were Freshmen. 
The percentages of honor grades and of failing grades in the 
last three years and in some earlier sample years were as follows: 
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SCHOLARSHIP AVERAGES 
1927 1928 1929 1936 1937 1938 
Fraternities : Honor Grades . 26.3 23.9 34.0 31.6 30.8 34.6 
Neutral Body: " " . 42.2 41.5 49.7 50.4 45.9 47.6 
Whole College: " '' 34.2 32.7 41.9 41.7 38.9 42.1 
Fraternities: Failures 11.8 7.9 7.9 8.3 9.4 7.9 
Neutral Body : " . 5.8 6.9 4.0 6.2 6.2 5.6 
Whole College: " 8.8 7.4 6.0 7.2 7.6 6.5 
The average grades of the undergraduates in the last five years 
have been as follows: 
1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 
Fraternities: Average . . 73.9 72.6 72.5 71.9 72.7 
Neutral Body: " 76.8 77.9 76.9 76.3 77.0 
Whole College: " . 75.5 75.4 74.9 74.2 75.2 
The scholarship cup, awarded annually to the fraternity whose 
members secure the highest proportion of honor grades during 
the year, was won by Alpha Tau Kappa, with 51.4 per cent. of 
honor grades. 
In September 1938, 193 new students were admitted to the 
undergraduate categories; of these, 178 were Freshmen. In Sep-
tember 1937, 172 new students were admitted, of whom 165 were 
Freshmen. The number of applications for admission in 1937 
was 264; in 1938, 295. The number of new students admitted and 
the number of applications for admission were the largest in the 
history of the College ; and many duly qualified inquirers were 
discouraged from applying for admission because of necessary 
limitation of numbers to the capacity of the dormitories and of the 
College as a whole. It is particularly interesting to note that of 
the 178 Freshmen admitted, 89 are resident students. Here again, 
it may be mentioned that an increase in the capacity of our dormi-
tories would provide for an increasingly high proportion of resi-
dent students in future classes. Without such provision, it is not 
feasible to admit quite one-half of our entering classes to resi-
dence. 
In athletics there has been an innovation in permitting some 
students on probation to represent the College in intercollegiate 
contests. The abandonment of traditional policy in this matter 
began in the spring of 1938 as an experiment for one year. 
Of the year's experience in athletics, Ray Oosting, Director of 
Physical Education, writes :-
"In many ways the academic year 1937-38 was a very satis-
factory one in intercollegiate and intramural athletics at Trinity 
College. The record of the varsity teams shows thirty-five contests 
won and twenty-eight lost, or fifty-six per cent won. This falls 
short of the fine record made in each of the five preceding years ; 
but considering the full year Freshman rule, which was in effect 
for the first time, it is a very commendable record. The Freshman 
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teams, competing in the same sports as the varsity, won fifty-three 
per cent of all scheduled contests. With the growth of the College 
and the improvement in athletic records, efforts have been made 
to improve the caliber of the opposition. With schedules arranged 
with worthy opponents, we should not expect to show a consider-
ably larger number of victories than defeats each year; and of 
even more important consideration is the spirit and enthusiasm 
of our students towards athletics. In this connection I cannot re-
frain from mentioning that this spirit cannot but be lessened be-
cause of the lack of modern facilities. For this reason I should like 
to repeat the statement made last year in my report: 
" 'With a general broadening of the athletic program due to 
the inauguration of the full-year Freshman rule and the increased 
interest in intramural athletics, the need for larger and more 
modern gymnasium facilities is becoming more and more urgent. 
Trinity College is one of the few colleges in the country forced 
to play its basketball games off campus because of the inadequacy 
of the gymnasium facilities.' " 
The health record was not quite so good as that of 1936-37, 
when 330 excuses were issued and 984 days lost. The Medical 
Officer reports as follows:-
"The total number of excuses issued in 1937-38 was 333, with 
1022 days lost. Of these excuses, 130 were issued to students 
residing at the College and ill at College ; 34 were issued to 
students who lived at the College but were sick elsewhere (at 
home or in hospitals other than the Hartford Hospital) and were 
excused on the basis of statements from parents or doctors; and 
169 were issued to students living at home. In the first group 
454 <;lays were lost ; in the second group, 343 ; and in the third 
group, 225-so that the total number of days lost was 1022. The 
excuses were issued to 184 students: 93 to students .living in Col-
lege and 91 to those living at home." 
In conclusion, it should not pass unnoticed that some of our 
most recent graduates have been reported during the year as dis-
tinguishing themselves in highly competitive fields, particularly 
business. Thus in all phases of academic activity, from admission, 
through undergraduate work, to the work of graduates, the Col-
lege has maintained its position in 1937-38. Alumni, Faculty, 
undergraduates, and all others concerned have manifested most 
active interest in the welfare of the College. With the continu-
ance of such consideration and loyal support the College should 
increasingly prosper. 
T. L. Hoon, De·an 
